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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 22-48 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on February 27, 
2006. 

Applicant's election with traverse of 1-21 and 49-55 in the reply filed on February 
27, 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the grounds that claims 14-21 are 
different definitions of the same subject matter. This is found persuasive and claims 1- 
21 and 49-55 have been examined in this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2,4-6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Crockett (US 6,131,749). Crockett discloses a rack stand having first and second 
support frames (170) each frame having an attachment member (150), and a 
connecting member (120) removably received in the attachment members (150). 

With respect to claim 2, the attachment members (150) comprise sleeves. 
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With respect to claim 4, the sleeves (4) extend in a plane normal to the plane 
defined by the frames. 

With respect to claim 5, the connection member (120) has ends located 
proximate the first and second sleeves (150). 

With respect to claim 6, the connection member has first and second lock holes 
(110) for receiving a lock (152) so that removal from their respective sleeve (150) is 
prohibited. 

With respect to claim 8, each frame (170) includes a stabilizing foot (176). 

Claims 14-18, 21, and 49-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cox (US 3,100,573). 

With respect to claims 14 and 49, Cox discloses a stand having first (22) and 
second (23) frames, each frame having first (42) and second (43) attachment members, 
first (24) and second (25) mounting posts, a mounted member (26), and a connecting 
member (38). 

With respect to claims 15 and 50, the attachment members (42,43) comprise 
sleeves for receiving nuts (44,45). 

With respect to claims 16 and 51 , the mounted member (26) is a banner display 
(display board), having first, second, third, and fourth legs (28), where each leg is 
received by a mounting post (24,25). 

With respect to claim 17, each mounting post (24,25) includes a stop (34) for 
supporting the legs (28). 
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With respect to claim 18, each mounting post includes a posthole for receiving a 
stop (34) and the legs also include a mounting hole (36) for receiving stop 34, so that 
the postholes and mounting holes (36) are aligned with stop (34). 

With respect to claim 21, figure 1 shows a connecting member (38) received by 
the stand sleeves (42,43). 

Claims 1-2, 8, 14-15, 19, 49-50, and 52-53, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Poles (US 774272). 

With respect to claims 1, 9, 14 and 49, Poles discloses a stand having first and 
second frames (E), each frame having first and second attachment members (Q), first 
and second mounting posts (R), a mounted member (S), and a connecting member (H). 

With respect to claims 2, 15 and 50, the attachment members (Q) comprise 
sleeves. 

With respect to claim 8, the frames (E) include a stabilizing foot (C). 

With respect to claims 19 and 52, Poles ('272) discloses first and second (T) 
vertical cover members extending upwardly from the mounting posts (R). A horizontal 
cover member (U) extends between the first and second opposite cover members (T). 
A tarpaulin is disposed over the horizontal cover member (U), see page 2 lines 1-19. 
As shown in figure 2 the tarpaulin substantially covers the area bounded by the first and 
second support ends (E). 
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With respect to claim 53, the connecting member (H) is connected to the first 
support (H) by means of a pivot as shown in figure 1 , having an aperture and locking 
pin. 

Claims 1,7, 13-14, 49, 53, 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hickok (US 3,338,422). 

With respect to claim 1 , Hickok discloses a frame support having first and second 
frames (11) and first and second attachment members (19). The attachment members 
removably receive a connecting member (15). 

With respect to claim 7, as shown in figure 3 the connecting member (15) is 
hollow. Hickok also discloses a cable (23). As shown in figure 3 the diameter of the 
cable (23) is smaller than the diameter of the connecting member (15), therefore the 
connecting (15) is considered adapted to receive the cable (23). Further Hickok 
discloses the cable is adapted to receive locks (27). 

With respect to claim 13, the connecting member (15) further comprises slidable 
locking rings (29). 

With respect to claim 14, Hickok discloses a frame support having first and 
second frames (11), first and second attachment members (19), first and second 
mounting posts (39), a mounted member (35) received in the mounting posts (39) by 
fasteners (21). 

With respect to claim 49, Hickok discloses a frame support having first and 
second frames (11), first and second attachment members (19), first and second 
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mounting posts (39). Where the attachment members removably receive a connecting 
member (15), and the mounting posts (39) receive a mounted member (35). 

With respect to claim 53, Hickok discloses the attachment means are bolts (19). 
Therefore lock holes in the connecting member are necessary to fasten the connecting 
member to the frame (11). 

With respect to claim 55, the connecting member (15) further comprises slidable 
locking rings (29). 

Claims 1, 14, 49, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Meloy (US 5,467,842). Meloy discloses first and second frame supports 
having first and second stands (19-22), each stand having an attachment member (15- 
18), each stand having a mounting post (23), a connecting member (11), and a 
mounted member (13,14) received in the attachment members (15-18). 

With respect to claim 15, the attachment means (15-18) comprise sleeves. 

With respect to claim 21 , the connecting member (1 1) is received in the sleeves 
(15-18). 

With respect to claim 54, figure 4 shows the connecting member and attachment 
members form a hollow tube. Meloy further disclose a cable (24). The connecting 
members and attachment members being hollow are adapted to receive the cable (24). 
Further the cable comprises a chain, therefore adapted to receive a lock. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Meloy (US 5,467,842) alone. Meloy disclose a rack stand having first and second 

frames, an attachment member, a connecting member, a mounting post, and a mounted 

member. Meloy does not disclose the material from which the rack stand is made. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 

the invention to construct the rack stand of Meloy from any material with any type of 

coating appropriate for the desired use. From figure 1 it is obvious that the legs are 

constructed from a solid material and the attachment means are tubular. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lang et al. (US 4,632,344). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James C. Dooley whose telephone number is 571- 
2721679. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




James C Dooley 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 



May 11, 2006 




